




















DISCUSSION

QUESTIONS

in her cupped hands then casts them on the notice her on the Argo last night even one little
deck. Is that the shape of . . . a yawn? bit.’

‘I forgot to ask, honey,” the Argo says. ‘What Phoebe and the Argonauts all look up and see,
did you see yesterday when you cleared your revealed, the ringlets, button nose and beady
mind? You looked distressed. It was something eyes of a six-year-old girl wobbling almost
terrible in the future, wasn’t it? Was it the death comically above a plump little owlish body with
of the last dodo? Or global warming? Donald silver feathers. Phoebe can’t believe it. Perry’s
Trump’s hair? That floss emote in Fortnite smuggled a small harpy on to the ship, after
that’s really annoying? Oh no, I've got it — was they chewed his ears in the nest last night! Is he
it Limited Edition Popcorn Chicken Flavoured mad?

Popcorn?’ A shudder passes through the plank.
But Phoebe hesitates to answer. She’s in denial.
She feels like if she talks about what she saw
happen to Perry she’ll make it real. ‘I have no
idea what you’re talking about. Anyway, I didn’t
see the future,’ she lies. ‘I guess you’re right; I'm

too cynical. It’s holding me back.’
And then, behaving strangely, Perry lifts up a
blanket near the prow.

‘Oh look, a stowaway!” he says stiffly. ‘Oh ‘No problem,’” grunts Hercules. ‘T'll sort this
wow, how did she get there? I totally didn’t harpy out, fellas.’
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Why does Phoebe lie about not seeing the future, even though the text tells us she
did?

How does the author blend modern humour with Greek mythology, and what effect
does this have?

Why does Perry pretend he didn’t know the ‘harpy’ was on the ship, and how does
this connect back to another moment in the story?

In traditional Greek mythology, harpies are dangerous monsters. How does this
creature seem differerent, and what effect does it have on the story?

How does the author build tension in this scene, even though there is humour? Think
about the secrets the characters are each keeping.
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before everyone makes up their mind to hate
her. ‘Oh my gods, honestly! I found out that
Medea’s untrustworthy. She was plotting to put
Jason in a cage and snog him through its bars!’

Hercules shakes his head. “You don’t need that
in your life,” he tells Jason gruffly.

‘I'm afraid a lot of women feel like that
about me,” Jason admits, pulling his tunic on.
‘Well, that’s fine, right? Don’t worry, Phoebe
- it sounds like you’ve helped me avoid a bad
marriage! And we’ll get through today anyway.
How do I know? Because we’re all heroes! I’'m
sure we can yoke a few oxen and slay a few
dead people! I mean, the skeletons are already
dead, that’s half the job done right there.’

‘Phoebe’s already brain-dead more like,” Calais
mutters loudly enough for her to hear.

Jason goes for a shave, whistling, while Hercules
starts doing his morning warm-up exercises,
including squats, planks, lunges and press-ups.
Zetes is sent to fetch Chiron from the stables.
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“You’re disappointed, aren’t you?’ Perry says
to Phoebe, noticing her slumped shoulders.

‘That I got zero hours sleep? Yeah, definitely,’
Phoebe says, wiping drool from the corner of
her mouth. ‘I’'m so tired that every other word
you say sounds like wibble. I could accidentally
eat a bowl of wasps if you told me it was
breakfast cereal. I could sleep on a chicken’s lip.
I could fall asleep on a hydra’s dinner plate. 'm
so tired I'm having a premonition about a bitter
liquid called coffee that comes in an insulated
cup with my name misspelt on the side. Hang
on...amIreal?

‘I mean, you’re disappointed in Medea. She
was your heroine. You wanted to stay here and
be a witch. Didn’t you?’

There’s a long pause as Phoebe swallows
something down. She doesn’t want to show
Perry that she’s bothered. “You know what
they say,’ she says at last, shrugging. “You can’t
always get what you want. That will teach me
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Why do you think Jason doesn’t show any fear at Medea betraying them? What
image does this help convey of him?

Jason calls the team heroes. What traits do we see from the other characters here

that could be called heroic?

Why do you think Phoebe tries to act like she isn't bothered about being
disappointed in meeting her idol?

What do these pages show about the relationship between Perry and Phoebe?

Why do you think different characters show different reactions to the threat Medea

poses?
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